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To Early Suffolk 


_ By ERIC R. HERST 
- Amid the tombstones of 
Cedar Hill Cemetery, a 
replica of the white, weather- 
board house built by John 
Constant in 1712 maintains a 
silent vigil. 

Reconstructed on _ its 
original brick foundation in 
1926 by the Constantia 
Chapter of the Daughters of 
American Revolution ( DAR), 
the farmhouse represents, for 
some, a visible link between 
the colonial settlers who 
came to work the land and the 
development of Twentieth 
Century Suffolk. 

‘= Maintenance and upkeep of 


= Leaves Of 
s: History 


““Mar. 4, 1754 — Rev. John 
McKenzie died. He had been 
rector of what is now the 
Glebe P.E. church near 
Driver for many years, and 
died at the glebe. He is one of 
the few men of his day who 
left enough foot prints on the 
sands of time for the present 
generation to know much of 
him. He was at the time of his 
death preparing to move to 
Bertie County, N.C., and had 
taken up much land in that 
state, and so -his_ will 
had to be recorded there. 
A-copy of his will is 
now in the office of the 
Secretary of State at 
Raleigh; and when Cal. J. 
Bryan Grimes made up his 
volume of “Wills and In- 
ventories” of the citizens of 
North Carolina this was one 
of the wills that was printed_ 
in that volume. 


HORSES 


the house is the responsibility 

of Mrs. Thomas L. Wood- 

ward, regent of the Con- 
stantia Chapter of the DAR. 

Located along the chief 

‘ransportation route used by 

farmers to get their goods to 

market, the original hotise 
and its warehouse designated 
in May 1742 as the site for the 
new town of Suffolk by the 
House of Burgesses in 
Williamsburg. 

Little Known 

While little of the home’s 
early history is known, the 
widow of John Constant 
referred to it as ‘‘Con- 
stantia”, according to Mrs. 
Woodward. 

As the family and 
descendants of John Constant 
emigrated trom the area, 
the history of the house began 
a long and checkered career, 
explained Mrs. Woodward. 

The house was used by a 
number of farmers.as a home 
and survived both the 
Revolitonary War. and the 
Civil War unscarred. 

John Peatfield eventually 
sold his small farm called 
“Constantia’’, next to Cedar 
Hill, to the town of Suffolk for 
$1,200 in 1881. 

The town, according to 
historical records, reserve 
part of the land and rented 
the remainder to farmers. 

During this time, explained 
Mrs. Woodward, the home 
began to be used as a poor 
house and even a pest house 
for the isolation of quaran- 
tined victims of smallpox. 

Decaying Structure 

By the beginning of the 
Twentieth Century the 
decaying frame structure of 
the house became the object 
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Maybe it's a new-car you ne 


kitchen for your appliances 


atever it is, you re going to need money for it 
‘And we have it to lend. So come see us. Or ask your 
dealer to finance your loan through United Virginia. 
ere's a Don't Face It Alone Banker at each of 
- our thirty-one offices who can give you just what you 


Ora boat. Or 
new appliances for your kitchen.Or maybe even a new 


Which doesn 


need with a loan: Help in figuring out such things as 
how much you can afford to pay down. And how 
much you can afford to pay each month, And how 
many months you can afford to pay it 
tTmean we're going to take upa lot 
of your time. Or put you through a lot of red tape 

It just means that when you geta loan at United 
Virginia, you can geta lot more than money with it 


of numerous horror stories, 
according to Mrs. Woodward. 
The entire structure 
eventually became such an 
eye-sore that the city council 
ordered it to be destroyed and 
the land sold as grave sites. 
It was not until 1924, with 
the organization of a DAR 
Chapter that interest in 
building a replica of the 
distinctive area landmark 
was again developed, Mrs. 
Woodward explained. 
Rebuilt through public 
subscriptions, the house is 
supposed to be used as a 
mortuary chapel in which 
services could be conducted 
during inclement weather. 
In addition, the DAR has 
held open house on Memorial 
Day for those attending 


services at Cedar Hill 
Cemetery. 

Although rebuilt, the 
historical spirit of the 


building has withstood the 
heat of over 70,000 noon-day 
suns. Mrs. Woodward said 
the isolated building must 
now face the ravages of oc- 
casional vandals. 

To keep vandalism at a 
minimum, which has already 
destroyed much of the toilet 
facilities in the house, the 
DAR has had to place 
security bars at the windows 
and replace numerous broken 
windows. 

Money for the upkeep 
currently comes from a 
legacy left by the organizer of 
the local DAR Chapter, Mrs. 
G. Lloyd Bell. 


Constantia Provides 


a ee 


c% 


Constantia House Today : 
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Nansemond Protests The King 


Nansemond County 
At a general Meeting of the 
Freeholders and Inhabitants 
of the County of Nansemond, 
on the 11th Day of July 1774, 
the following Resolutions 
were proposed and 
unanimously agreed to. 
Resolved, that we will, at 
all Times, whenever we are 
called upon for that Pu * 
maintain and defend, at the 
Expense of our Lives and 
Fortunes, his Majesty’s Right 
and Title to the Crown of 
Great Britain and his 
Dominions in America, to 
whose Royal Person and 
Government we profess all 
due Obedience and Fidelity. 
Resolved, that the Right to 
impose Taxes or Duties to be 
paid by the Inhabitants 
within this Dominion, for any 
Purpose whatsoever, is 
peculiar and essential to the 
General Assembly, in whom 
the legislative Authority of 
the Colony is vested. 
Resolved, that every 
Attempt to impose such 
Taxes or Duties by any other 
Authority is an arbitrary 
Exertion of Power,’ and an 


infringement of the con- 
Stitutional Rights and 
we of the Colony. 
Resolved, that to impose a 
Tax or Duty upon Tea by the 
British Parliament, in which 
the Commons of the North 
American Colonies can have 
no representation, to be paid 
upon Importation by the 
Inhabitants ofthe said 
Colonies, is an Act of Power 
without Right, is subversive 
of the Liberties of the said 
Colonies, deprives-them of 
their Property without their 
Consent, and thereby reduces 
them to a State of Slavery. 
Resolved, that the late 
cruel, unjust, and sanguinary 
Acts of Parliament, to be 
executed by military Force 
and Ships of War upon our 
Sister Colony of 
Massachusetts Bay, and 
Town of Boston, is a strong 
Evidence of the corrupt 
Influence obtained by the 
British Ministry in 
Parliament, and a convincing 
Proof of their fixed Intention 
to deprive the Colonies of 
their constitutional Rights 
and Liberties. 
Resolved, that the Cause of 


| the Town of Boston is the 


common Cause of all the 
American Colonies. 
Resolved, that it is the Duty 
and Interest of all the 
American Colonies firmly to 
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unite in an indissoluble Union 
and Association, to oppose, 
by every just and proper 
Means the Infringement of 
their common Rights and 
Liberties. 

Resolved, that a general 
Association between all the 
American Colonies, not to 
import from Great Britain 
any Commodity whatsoever, 
ought to be entered into, and 
not dissolved until the just 
Rights of the said Colonies 
are restored to them, and the 
cruel Acts of the British 
Parliament against the 
Massachusetts Bay, and 
Town of Boston, are repealed. 

Resolved, that no Friend to 
the Rights and Liberties of 
America ought to purchase 
any Commodity whatsoever 
which shall be imported from 
Great Britain after a certain 
Time hereafter to be limited 
by the Congress which is 
shortly expected to meet, nor 
ought such to have any Kind 
of Dealing or Connexion with 


any Merchant who shall ° 


refuse to agree to the 
Measures hereafter to be 
adopted by said Congress. 
Resolved, that at this 
important and alarming 
Conuncture it be earnestly 
recommended to the said 
Deputies, at the said General 
Convention, that they 
nominate and appoint fit and 


————— 


proper Persons, upon the 
Part of this Colony, to meet 
such Deputies, in a general 
Congress, as shall be ap- 
pointed upon the Part of the 
other Continental Colonies in 
America, to consult and 
agree upon a firm and in- 
dissoluble Union and 
Association, for preserving, 
by the best and most proper 
Means, their common Rights 
and Liberties. 

Resolved, that a Copy of 
these Resolutions be tran- 
smitted to each of the 
Printers of both the Gazettes, 
with the earnest Request of 
this County that’ the other 
Counties and Corporations 
within the Colony will appoint 
Deputies to meet at the Time 
and Place, and for the Pur- 
poses, aforesaid. 

Virginia Gazette (Purdie 
and Dixon;, 28 July 1774, 
Supplement 
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Your Southern States Cooperative Agency 
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PUBLICATIONS 


SUFFOLK - NANSEMOND 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


1. SUFFOLK IN 1843 by FILLMORE NORFLEET-A 
Scholarly Work Of The Life And Times-Many 
Families ...51° 

2. DIARY OF SOLOMON AUGUSTUS LENFEST. 
Massachusetts Infantry While Stationed In 
Suffolk, Va...52° 1861-1865 

3. BOX OF NOTEPAPER-One Dozen Sheets With 

Assorted Scenes Depicting Olde 
Suffolk............22” 

4. PORTFOLIO OF REVOLUTIONARY WAR-Drawing 
Of Suffolk/Nansemond By Suffolk Artist Judith 
Whitney Godwin Signed ... 25° Unsigned...*15” 

9. SUFFOLK IN 1907-A Birds-Eye View Of The 
Entire City Drawn At The Time Of The James— 

town Exposition.....53” 


* ORDER YOURS TODAY + 
THEY ALSO MAK 


PLEASE ADD *.50 FOR POSTAGE & HANDLING 


SUFFOLK-NANSEMOND HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
P.O. BOX 1255 
SUFFOLK, VIRGINIA 23434 
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States 
Suffolk Coop 


600 S. MAIN ST. SUFFOLK 
PHONE 539-6311 
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